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• Established in 1997
• Non-profit
• Non-governmental
• Operates via a Service Level Agreement with 

the Government of Sint Maarten. 
• Only operates on the Dutch Side of SXM
• Extremely reliant on project staff and interns
• Tasks:
• Environmental Protection through; invasive 

species management, biodiversity 
preservation, endangered species protection as 
the CITES Authority for SXM

• Scientific Research & Monitoring
• Education & Awareness
• Manage ‘Man of War Shoal’ Marine Park

About NFSXM

Funding Breakdown



History of Monitoring The Nature Foundation has kept 
record of sea turtle nesting on SXM 
since 2005

Unfortunately, methods have 
varied over the years, so a 

comprehensive data analysis is 
difficult. 

  

The 2005-2018 data set is 
unreliable due to the number and 

nature of the recordings. 

Nest Excavation in 2012

All sea turtle species are protected by the SPAW Protocol and 
the Nature Conservation Ordinance St. Maarten Articles 16 and 
17, therefore it is illegal to kill, wound, capture or pick up sea 
turtles. It is also illegal to directly or indirectly disturb their 
environment resulting in a physical threat or damage, or to 
commit other acts which result in disturbance of the animal. It is 
forbidden to disturb, damage or destroy sea turtle nests, lairs or 
breeding places. Also, it is forbidden, by the same law, to pick up 
or to destroy the eggs of any species of sea turtle.





Active Beaches

Only 9 Nests in 2023 on Sint Maarten
62k away on Sint Eustatius recorded 77 nests (55 confirmed via excavation)



Current Methods

• NFSXM currently executes daily 
beach monitoring from April-
December.

• Volunteer network is sporadic with 
some years being strong and some 
being almost nonexistent. 

• Monitoring data sheets are filled out 
with supplemental nesting/hatching 
data sheets.

• Beachfront property collaborations 
are extremely important.

• Outreach campaigns run throughout 
the year.



Current Methods
Volunteer Training Sessions happen 
in late Spring each year and include 
interested residents, hotel 
employees, students, and property 
owners.

Signs have been placed on most 
active nesting beaches.



Current Methods



Current Methods



Data Results

Species on St. Maarten:

Foraging:
Green (Cm)/ Hawksbill (Ei)/ 

Leatherback (Dc)/ Loggerhead (Cc)

Nesting:
Hawksbill (Ei)/ Green (Cm) / 

Leatherback (Dc)/

Map of all observed turtle nests, 
hatched and unhatched.

Most nesting activity was 
observed on the Eastern 

beaches, Great Bay, West 
Simpson Bay and Mullet Bay. 
Nests were most successful in 

Mullet Bay, Simpson Bay
and on the East side.



Data Results

2005 – 2018: There 
were very few surveys 
conducted. Data set is 

unreliable.

2019 – 2023: Regular 
surveys were 

conducted from March 
to November each year. 
Therefore, it is possible 
to interpret these data 

with confidence.



Data Results

Firsts nests were 
observed in March, and 
last nests were mainly 

in November. Most 
nests were not 

confirmed. 

The number of nests 
per month varies 
between years, 

with no observable 
trends over time.



Data Results
There have been more 
confirmed hatchings in 

the recent years. 
Hatchings occur 

between June and 
January



Challenges
In 2022, 128 hatchlings were found stuck or obstructed by 
coastal development 



Challenges
https://www.facebook.com/naturefoun
dationsxm/videos/215510583786508

https://www.facebook.com/naturefoundationsxm/videos/215510583786508
https://www.facebook.com/naturefoundationsxm/videos/215510583786508


Challenges

Graphic Image Warning



Challenges
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Graphic Image Warning

• Expanded Research 
• Sea Turtle Friendly Lighting 

Outreach and Policy Work
• Expanded Education for Students, 

Residents, and Visitors
• Habitat Protection Policy Work 

(beach protection and speed limit 
enforcement within lagoon and 
coast)

Opportunities



Thank You!


